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This report monitors admissions to and releases from Jalls
and Houses of Correction for the years 1974 and 1975

In the 14 counties of the Commonwealth, there are 14 Jails
-and 13 Houses of Correction. . Nantucket County has neither a Jail
nor House of Correction.  Essex County has two Jails and two
Houses of Correction, one in Lawrence and one in Salem. Dukes
County has only a Jail, located in Edgartown.

The Jails are used mainly for the detention of persons
awaiting court disposition of their cases, or for holding material
witnesses. The purpose of the Houses of Correction is for sentenced
persons committed by the courts. "Sentences cannot exceed 2% vyears
for any one offense but multiple sentefces for two or more offenses
could bring the term beyond 2% years". In actuality, most sentences
to Jails are for approximately one month or less while sentences to
Houses of Correction average six months to one year.

In the past, the Department of Correction has compiled the
"Statistical Report of the Commissioner of Correction" (public’
document 115) which was published annually. Recently, however, it
was discovered that valuable time was being lost waiting for all
data to be supplied to the Research Unit. It was decided that it
was best to utilize data as it came into the Research Unit and
publish separate studies which include the very same information
that was found in the Commissioner's Statistical Report. Publica-
tion of these studies is in an effort to eliminate the time lag
that was occurring in publishing statlstlcal data on the Massa-
chusetts Correctional System, from the tlme it was recelved at the
'~ Research Unit for analysis.

Tables I and II show the number of individuals committed
to each Jail and House of Correction for the respective years
1974 and 1975. Comparing these two tables, commitments increased
for all facilities in 1975 with the exception of Edgartown Jail
and Northampton Jail and House of Correction which showed slight
decreases in the number committed. The total increase of commit~—
ments to Jails and Houses of Correction for 1975 over 1974 was
897 ThlS represents an increase of 4%. .

Tables III and IV show the number of persons released from
each Jail and House of Correction for the years 1974 and 1975.

...]_...‘




A comparison of the number released for 1974 and 1975 shows that
several facilities released fewer individuals in 1975 than in 1974.
The facilities included in this category were Deer Island House of
Correction*, Edgartown Jail, Northampton Jail and House of Correction,
Salem Jail and House of Correction and Worcester Jail and House of
Correction. The remalnlng facilities were seen as releasing more
individuals in 1975 than in 1974. The overall number released from
Jails and Houses of Correction for 1975 increased by 1097 This
represents an increase of 5%

Table V compares for the.years 1974 and 1975, the TOTAL
number of individuals committed to Jails and Houses of Correctlon
by reason of commitment.

TABLE VI compares for the years 1974 and 1975, the TOTAL
number of individuals released from Jalls and Houses of Correctlon
by specific category of release.

TABLE VII gives the TOTAL Commitments to and Releases from
Jails and Houses of Correction for the years 1974 and 1975. Also
included in this table is the percent change in commitments and
releases for the year 1975 as compared with the year 1974.

* The last five weeks of data on admissions and releases from
Deer Island House of Correction was not available to record.
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TABLE VII TOTAL COMMITMENTS AND RELEASES

FOR THE YEARS 1974 & 1975

Commitments: -

1974 : - , 22,085
1975 ' . R 22,982
Difference | - 897
Percent

Change for _

1975 . o : +4%

Releases:

1974 _ 21,846
1975 22,943
Difference: - . - 1,087
Percent | |

Change for

1975 +5%
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